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Its roots 

Refresher: What is the IB? 
 

 IB began in 1968 as an effort to provide a 
consistent, internationally accepted curricula. 

 IB has now grown to nearly 1,132,000 students 
in over 146 countries. 

 

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable 
and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and respect.  

Further resources: 

• The Annual Review including accounts is available on www.ibo.org. 

 Motivated by a mission 
We aim to create a better 
world through education 

 Partnerships 
We achieve our goals by 
working together 

 Quality 
We value our reputation  
for high standards 

 Participation 
We actively involve our stakeholders 

 International mindedness 
We embrace diversity 

 Its Mission 

Its values 
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Student qualities we encourage: The Learner Profile 
 

IB programmes promote the education of 
the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, 

personal, emotional and social growth 
through all domains of knowledge.  

IB learners strive to be: 

Inquirers 

Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 

Communicators 

Principled 

Open-minded 

Caring 

Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 



CONTENTS: WHAT DOES THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME CURRICULUM CONTAIN?  
THE CURRICULUM CONTAINS SIX SUBJECT GROUPS AND A CORE OF THREE PARTS.  
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 IB content is 
introduced in Grade 
11 

 Students complete the 
core over Grades 11 
and 12... with 
guidance and 
support. 



THE CORE: WHAT IS AT THE HEART OF THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME? 
 

THERE ARE THREE CORE REQUIREMENTS COMPLETED OVER GRADES 11 AND 12 

Creativity Action Service 

Can begin as early as the Summer after 
Grade 10; continues to Grade 12 

 

Theory of Knowledge 

Begins in the second semester of Grade11 
and ends in the first semester of Grade 
12 

Extended Essay 

Begins in the second semester of Grade11 
and ends in the fall of Grade 12 
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GRADE 10 : WHAT MIGHT YOUR SCHEDULE LOOK LIKE? 
 
 

 

Semester 1 

 

Grade 10 Math 

Grade 10 French/Français 

Grade 10 P.E. 

Grade 10 English 

OPTION 

 

 

Semester 2 

 

Grade11 Math 

Grade 11 French/Français 

Grade 10 Science 

Grade 11 History 

OPTION 
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GRADES 10: HOW IS COURSE CONTENT AFFECTED? 
 
 

 

 

• Math   enriched 

• Science   enriched 

• French or Français same learning outcomes 

     some works may be different 

• English   same learning outcomes 

     some works may be different 



UNIVERSITY RECOGNITION: HOW WELL IS THE DIPLOMA RECOGNIZED BY 
UNIVERSITIES? 
 

THE IB DIPLOMA IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED BY THE WORLD’S LEADING UNIVERSITIES.   

 

The IB works closely with universities in all regions of the world to gain 
recognition for the IB diploma.  Often you’ll find with your IB, you have… 

 

 great mobility 

 transfer credits 

 special entrance scholarships 

 excellent preparation for university research, writing and general pace 
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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: IS IB THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU? 
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Are you interested in camaraderie, seeking a personal challenge? 
 

Are you willing to learn or further develop a genuine work ethic?  
 

Are you willing to learn or further develop time management skills? 
 

Are you interested in developing your sense of internationalism? 
 

Are you ready to become involved? 

 



STUDENT TESTIMONIALS:  JADA NEUMANN; INVESTMENT BANKING ANALYST 

I graduated from the French Immersion International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.  I was then 
accepted to the Commerce program at Queen’s University, and received a Major Entrance Scholarship worth 
$26K.  Currently I work in Toronto as an investment banking analyst, my dream job which I am very happy to 
have just begun. 

 

Further, the ability to transfer credits offers the opportunity to either reduce your initial course load, or to use 
them as prerequisites to upper-year courses and start off in more advanced and interesting classes than 
would otherwise have been possible.  IB definitely allows you to start with a head up on those who followed 
the Provincial stream only. 

 

With less effort spent on simply learning to handle the increased coursework expectations, time is freed up to 
take full advantage of the university experience – that being of course socializing and making new friends, 
extracurricular sports, committee involvement, and career planning.  This latter point is where I noticed the 
biggest difference among university classmates.  Those who came from an IB background (as many in Queen’s 
Commerce did) seemed focused from day one, knowing from the beginning what it would take to achieve 
future success beyond university; others seemed overwhelmed.  Performance in the early years of university is 
arguably more important than that in the final years, since this is what leads to internships and what is seen 
by recruiters as early as third year.  IB allows you to be ready for those crucial early years. 
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French was another huge asset. Another language is always a plus in life, and continuing 
knowledge of French is always, in my eyes, greatly beneficial. The French IB program 
continued not only in grammar and writing, but expanded to interrogate literature and present 
one's own opinions in another language. In College, half of the students are from Quebec or 
Acadian New Brunswick, and to be able to communicate with them helps tear down that 
barrier that seems to exist between two languages, whether it's intended to be there or not. I 
have just recently finished French classes and written the National Bilingual Tests. The solid 
background I have in the French language, due largely in part to the IB ideal that 'you never 
stop learning', is a huge asset I intend to improve on and keep up.  
 

I do not regret taking part in the IB program. It is a great precursor to any university or career, 
and can benefit anybody willing to work at it. 
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Student testimonials: Dale Unruh, Canadian Coast Guard 
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I found that university was actually even easier than IB especially the labs for chemistry. 
I had already learned about half of the course material so I had a good basic 
understanding of the course so as to expand with new material. 
 
The essays were also very essential especially the extended essay. Being able to 
perform that level of research and produce a comprehensible essay from it is a very 
important skill for university especially since most of your essays are about subjects 
you've never even considered. 
 
The time management skills you learn from IB are also essential for university. If you 
are planning on following the focused path then this is crucial for keeping your sanity. 
The suggested amount of study time at university per course is two hours a day 
including homework questions and lab reports. With this and juggling your social life it's 
difficult unless you had a little 'training'. IB gives you the skills to organize your time so 
you can fit in your studying and fun time without letting the former slip behind. It's not a 
guarantee but it does help if you had a year or two of practice. 
 
In the short run IB will feel hard but in the long run it really pays off. 

     

Student testimonials: Nancy Noren, 2nd yr university 



QUESTIONS? LET’S TALK! 

Ms. Jennifer Peters 

888-0684 (ext. 5031) 

jpeters@sjsd.net 

Page 14 



IB: IS IT WORTH IT IN THE END? 
Franklin Bristow (2002) 
Grad Student, Computer Sciences 
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Ian Hall (1995) 

Wpg’s Environmental Coordinator 

Patricia Pittman (1995) 

Medical doctor 

Carly Tapp (1995) 

Medical doctor 

Mandy Furney (1998) 

Archivist 

Zeineb Soufi (1998) 

Teacher 

Ellen Bees (2001) 

Teacher 

Deepak Pruthi (2001) 

Medical Resident 

Lindsay Porteous (2001) 

Medical resident 

Diana Bodiroga (1999) 

Dental Surgeon 

Elizabeth Matyi 

Assistant Principal 
Jordana Buckwold 

Assistant Principal 

David Barchyn (2006) 

Environmental Engineer  
Dale Unruh (2006) 

Canadian Coast Guard Jada Neumann (2004) 

Investment Manager  Esther Hill (2005) 

3rd Year Veternarian School 

Elizabeth Atkin (2005) 

2nd Year Law student 

Santina Lee (2005) 

1st year Medical Student 

Shahiroz Juma (1995) 

Advanced Physiotherapist 

Scott McLeod-Arnould (2005) 
1st year Medical Student 
 

Lisa Caulley (2002) 

Medical resident 

Lilly Caulley (1999) 

Electrical Engineer 

Amelia Au (1999) 

Marketing Specialist 

James Debeer (1999) 

Reverend 

Heather Zinn 

Teacher 

Karen Bees 

Teacher 

Kurt Schulz (2010) 

1st yr Eng. U of Ottawa Davie Wong (2002) 

Final yr., Medicine Amy Striemer (2004) 

Masters student, Queen’s 

Nadia Pawlosky (2006) 

Pharmacy 

Hugh McFayden (1988) 

Leader of Opposition, MB 
Andrew Swan (1988) 

Attorney General, MB 

Darryl Sterk (1991) 

Professor, U of Alberta  

Aaron Corso (2010) 

1st yr U of Waterloo 
Alicia Dash (2007) 

Pharmacy 

Margaret Carlyle (1987) 

University professor, French 
Sharon Blady (1988) 

MLA MB Legislature 

Janelle Hume (2006) 

Education student 

Andrew Steele (1988) 

Professor Mickey Robertson (1988) 

Lawyer 
Sakina Soufi (2001) 

Final yr. Pharmacy 

Cam McKinnon(2010) 

1st yr U of Waterloo 
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