
Grade 11 Theory of Knowledge 
 
Teacher: Mrs. H. Zinn 
Room: E2 
Phone: 888-0684 
Email: hzinn@sjsd.net 
 
This course is a requirement for the I.B. diploma program, but can be taken by 
anyone for a ½ credit. 
 
Expectations: 
Because of the nature of the subject, in-class participation, oral communication skills, 
and being able to present your ideas to your classmates are essential skills to have and 
develop in this course.  My general expectations for this course are simple: students 
should always try to do their best work.  Effort and determination will ensure success.  
Students must come to class on time and be prepared each day.  Students are required 
to take part in the course, cooperate with classmates, exhibit a positive attitude, follow 
the basic expectations of the teacher, and behave in an appropriate manner. 
 
Classroom activities will include lectures, collaborative class discussions, 
demonstrations, informative videos, skill assignments, student self-assessment, 
reflective journals, creative projects, review tests, relevant essays, student 
presentations, and fun activities. 
 
Course description: 
Theory of Knowledge is a course designed to encourage each student to reflect on the 
nature of knowledge by critically examining different ways of knowing (perception, 
emotion, language and reason, etc.) and different kinds of knowledge (scientific, 
artistic, mathematical and historical, etc.).  The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) requirement 
is central to the educational philosophy of the I.B. Diploma Programme.  It offers 
students the opportunity to: 

-reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge 
-consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in the culture of 
others and in the wider world 

As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into different 
kinds of knowledge, TOK is composed almost entirely of questions.  The most central of 
these is “How do we know?”  It is a stated aim of TOK that students should become 
aware of the interpretive nature of knowledge, including personal ideological biases, 
regardless of whether, ultimately, these biases are retained, revised, or rejected.  TOK 
also has an important role to play in providing coherence for the student as it 
transcends and links academic subject areas, thus demonstrating the ways in which 
they can apply their knowledge with greater awareness and creditability.  
 
 In addition, TOK prompts students to: 

-Be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become more 
acquainted with the complexity of knowledge. 
-Recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly interconnected but 
uncertain world. 



 
 
Units of Study: 
 
Unit 1: Introduction: Knowers and knowing (approximately 7 classes) 
Students will be introduced to the course and their new roles as more critical consumers 
of information.  We will open a conversation as to what knowledge is, and how we claim 
to know what we know.  This will include: knowledge issues, the nature of knowing, 
knowledge communities, knowers and sources of knowledge, justification of knowledge 
claims, and linking questions. 
 
Unit 2: Ways of Knowing: Reason (approximately 7 classes) 
Student will learn how we can acquire new knowledge about the world through reason.  
Students will look at three types of reasoning: deductive reasoning, inductive reasoning, 
and informal reasoning.  As well, we will look at common logical fallacies (invalid 
patterns of reasoning) and that it is important to guard against them. 
 
Unit 3: Ways of Knowing: Perception (approximately 7 classes) 
Students will explore physical perception as a way of knowing, particularly its strengths 
and weaknesses.  We will examine the brain and its function in sensation and how 
sensation translates to knowledge.  We will also discuss the philosophy of sensation in 
that it relates to our ideas of reality. 
 
Unit 4: Ways of Knowing: Language (approximately 7 classes) 
Students will analyze how we use language to transmit knowledge.  Other aspects of 
knowledge generated by language are significantly more subtle and we will explore 
these as well as problems language presents in transmission of information as well as 
in expression. 
 
Unit 5: Ways of Knowing: Emotion (approximately 7 classes) 
Students will be introduced to the nature of emotions as both a physical and mental 
response.  Just as perception has a multi-step progression, emotions also process in 
both primitive (physical) and social (mental) ways.  While Western culture tends to view 
emotion as a feminine, and therefore weak trait, students will hopefully being to 
understand the strengths of emotion as a force in knowing in addition to its potential 
drawbacks. 
 
Unit 6: Final Assessments 
Students will complete the course by completing the major course assessments 
including the final essay and the presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation: 
The following reflects the breakdown of the evaluation process (possibly subject to 
change): 
 

20% 

Self-Assessment  
  (oral communication skills)  
Journaling  
  (written communication skills)  

Formative evaluation: 70% 

50% Unit assignments 

20% Major concept essays 
Summative evaluation 30% 

10% Major concept presentations 
 
Students who miss deadlines will receive a score of 0 with the comment “missing” until 
such time as the work is submitted and graded.  Work that is deemed exceptionally late 
will not be graded at all after a period of time has passed (the end of the unit). Students 
who wish to receive credit after this point in time must develop and complete an 
assignment that is similar in scope and length in place of the original assignment.   
Please see the information on the department’s late policy and academic honesty. 
 
Student Responsibilities 
 
1. Students are asked to be respectful of others.   

 
2. Come prepared for class.  Be on time and bring the necessary supplies.   

 
3. Be involved.  You will learn a lot more from this course if you actively listen, think, 

make notes and participate in all classroom activities. 
 

4. Honesty and integrity are essential elements in this classroom.  Any student 
cheating on tests or assignments (including plagiarism and collaborating on 
individual assignments) will be dealt with severely.  Students have the 
responsibility of ensuring the teacher is not left with any impression of wrongdoing. 
 

5. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to catch up on what you missed.  
Check with a friend for notes, and pick up handouts from the folder at the side of the 
room.  If you have missed an assignment, see me for instructions. 
 

6. Appealing a grade – If you disagree with a mark I have assigned you (not an 
addition error), you must wait until the next day to discuss it with me.  I will not 
discuss the appeal of a grade during class time.  Re-grading of assignments may 
result in a higher or lower mark being assigned.   
 

7. Take care of washroom breaks between classes, or at the start of class before it 
begins.  If it is an emergency, ask to be excused at an appropriate time.  Students 
who abuse this privilege will have it suspended. 
 



8. Students may not use their cell phones in class.  Students will keep cell phones 
put away at all times during class, unless given permission by Mrs. Zinn to use them 
for class-related purposes.  Cell phones used without permission or inappropriately 
in class will be confiscated until the end of the day.  
 

9. Students will not leave the classroom without permission. 
 

Social Studies Department Assessment Policy 
 
When assessing students in Social Studies it is important that we are able to provide for 
students and their parents as accurate a mark as possible. We also believe it is 
important for students to meet reasonably established timelines within which to 
complete their assignments.  
 
In order to achieve this goal, the Social Studies Department has established the 
following procedure for the submission of assignments:  
 
• Teacher posts the due date 

 
• Verbal reminder(s) of the due date 
 
• Submission of the assignment on the due date 
 
• A maximum of 10% of the total value of the assignment may be deducted if 

assignments are submitted late. Late marks will not be applied to assignments when 
a student has an excused absence or in cases when students have asked for an 
extension. 

 
• Verbal reminder of assignment(s) that have not been submitted 
 
• Discussion with the student on a mutually agreeable time to seek help with the 

assessment and arrange a time for the student to complete the assessment (this 
may or may not include assignment to study hall) 

 
• If assignments are still not submitted, the teacher will contact parents or guardians to 

seek assistance in encouraging their son or daughter to complete assignments. At 
this time, the teacher will also provide to parents an explanation of the Social 
Studies Department’s assessment policy and the various consequences of their son 
or daughter’s failure to submit assignments in a timely manner. 

 
• Once a reasonable period of time has passed students will no longer be permitted to 

submit outstanding assignments. (For my courses, this will be the end of each unit.) 
 
• In some cases, after consultation with the teacher, students may be permitted to 

complete an alternative assignment as a substitute for an assignment they are no 
longer permitted to submit. 

 



Plagiarism and Academic Honesty1 
 
Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s ideas without giving credit where credit is due. 
More specifically, the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers defines plagiarism 
as the “act of using another person’s ideas or expressions in your writing without 
acknowledging the source” (Gibaldi and Achtert 20). Plagiarism is academic theft, 
and it can mean the loss of all your marks for an assignment. As you enter post-
secondary educational institutions it can result in the loss of credit in your course and in 
extreme cases of plagiarism, it can mean expulsion from post-secondary institutions.  
 
Some examples of plagiarism are: 
• Downloading materials in whole or in part from the Internet (even if you pay for them) 
• Copying word-for-word from published or unpublished work 
• Paraphrasing published or unpublished material without bibliographic notation 
• Copying and turning in another student’s work as your own with or without that 

student’s knowledge 
 
The Impact of Plagiarism in a Course Assignment 
Any of the violations noted above are considered to be serious and depending on the 
severity and/or intentionality of the plagiarism, consequences may involve students 
being asked to:  
• Re-write part of the assignment 
• Re-write all of the assignment 
• Complete an entirely different assignment 
• Complete the same, or a new assignment, while in the presence of the teacher 
• Receive a zero on the assignment with no opportunity to complete the assignment 
• Other possible consequences depending on the circumstances 
 
How to Avoid Plagiarism 
Always give credit where credit is due. Citing a source means giving credit to someone 
or something when what you use is not your own original work. Cite your sources within 
your text and in a bibliography at the end of the assignment. In most cases, teachers in 
the Sturgeon Heights Social Studies Department will provide you with a detailed 
explanation of the Modern Languages Association (MLA) Style Guide to assist you in 
properly citing and formatting your sources. 
 
Sources should be cited when: 
• you use another person’s idea, opinion or theory. 
• you use any fact, statistics, graphs, drawings, pictures, sounds, or any other piece of 

information that you found from another source. 
• you use quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words.  
 
Citing Sources 
All information must be cited whether it is from a book, interview, Internet, electronic 
source, et cetera. When you use the work of others, you must give them the credit they 
deserve. When in doubt, cite your source!  
                                            
1 What follows are excerpts from the MECY Distance Learning document on plagiarism 
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